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The end of it was that on the 17th of April he
was commissioned by their Catholic Majesties, as
a mark of their high favor, to take his life in his
hand and sail westwards over unknown seas in
quest of an unknown land. But although this
kindness was not shown him till the ardor of
youth was long past, and the vigor of manhood
well'nigh exhausted, still even in his fifty-sixth
year, the war-worn and wave-worn hero was
ready, for at length the supreme hour had struck,
and with sternest resolution Columbus went
forth to put the ambition of a lifetime to the test.
No delays were to be feared on his part. Quickly
he chartered and equipped three small vessels
which today would not be considered seaworthy
fishing'smacks, and then got crews together, in
all barely one hundred and twenty men. And
such men! Before a quarter of their task was done
they rose in revolt against their commander.
They wanted to put back, and could scarcely be
induced to continue, even by Columbus. And
this scene was repeated again and again. Surely
such crazy craft and such currish crews have
never before, and never since, accomplished so
wonderful an undertaking. But Columbus went
with them, and it was the presence and power of
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